
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



414 Eighth Meeting of the British Association. [November, 

father died, leaving a widow and four very young children, of whom he 
was the eldest ; but since, the time that he was 16 years of age the 
whole family have been supported by their own industry. He was at 
first assisted by his master in the purchase of a cow, which is now 
cleared off, and the family are in good circumstances. 

In contrasting the condition of the peasantry in the southern with 
that of the northern parts of the kingdom, it would be highly improper 
to pass over unnoticed the superior education of the latter, and the effect 
which is produced by it upon their worldly circumstances, as well as 
upon their moral and religious character. No greater stigma can 
attach to parents than that of leaving their children without the means 
of ordinary education, and every nerve is strained to procure it. In the 
school attached to almost every village, children are found not only able 
to read and write at a very early age, but most expert in all the common 
rules of arithmetic, and not unfrequently capable of extracting the 
square and cube root with great expedition and accuracy. And even 
the young men, who labour in the fields all the day, often spend a 
couple of hours in the evening in school, to advance themselves in such 
acquirements. If occupation alone is a valuable antidote against idle 
and vicious habits, the acquirement of useful knowledge and the cul- 
tivation of the mental faculties must be still more so. And when these 
are prosecuted, not by gratuitous means, but by the produce of economy 
and toil, it bespeaks a state of society where sobriety is habitual and 
intelligence is held in estimation. 



A Short Account of the Darton Collieries Club. By Thos. Wilson, 

Esq., F.S.S. 

[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association, 23rd August, 1838.] 

The Society, of which I propose to give a short account, must be con- 
sidered purely as an experiment — as an attempt to ascertain, in certain 
circumstances, on what terms a miner might ensure himself and his 
family a certain relief during sickness arising from accident. 

Friendly societies, or associations for the relief of their subscribers, 
have been extensively popular with the working classes. Notwithstand- 
ing the great good which they have undoubtedly effected, it must still 
be a matter of regret that they are not based on sounder principles, and 
that they are not more fully adequate to the wants of their subscribers. 
It is not, however, intended to direct the attention of the Section to their 
defects in general ; but I may be permitted to suggest that there is here 
a wide field for the statistician and philanthropist, to collect those facts 
which are necessary for placing friendly societies on a sound basis, and 
which, though they have been refused to the commands of the legisla- 
ture, may be yielded to the importunities of neighbours and friends. It 
will be necessary only to point out two defects that friendly societies 
generally possess, as regards miners ; in the first place, they often 
exclude that class altogether, and in the next place, from the high rate 
of subscription, the assistance of these clubs can be obtained only by 
heads of families, or at least by adults. Now every child that is em- 
ployed about a mine is exposed to great dangers ; it is therefore most 
desirable to provide assistance for the sufferer of this age, and to 
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endeavour to establish, if possible, some data for general assurance. If 
any attempts of this kind have been made, they have not I believe been 
published ; and therefore it is hoped, that this very humble attempt 
may not be without its use, in the great seat of mining operations, by 
drawing attention to the subject, and by establishing a rough rule by 
which to commence. 

The Darton club was established in February, 1833, " for the relief 
of its members, during any illness that might arise from accidents hap- 
pening to them while at work at the colliery." The rules were printed, 
and the accounts have been kept by the employer ; the subscriptions 
are deducted from the wages, and. the meetings are held at the colliery, 
so that all expenses are avoided, and the funds may be considered as 
wholly applied to the purposes of relief. 

A member whose wages are under 7s. a week pays 6d. on entrance, 
and one halfpenny per week subscription ; and receives when ill 3*. Qd. 
per week, so long as the illness continues : all whose wages exceed Is. 
per week pay 1*. on entrance, one penny per week, and receive when 
ill 7s. per week. 

It may perhaps be thought that this rate of allowance is too large for 
the subscription, and such were the fears expressed to the miners at the 
outset ; they however were unwilling to have it lower, and promised to 
double their subscription if it were necessary. The result has proved 
that, in the particular locality of the club, the subscriptions are quite 
adequate to the allowance ; and as the club has had a season of adver- 
sity as well as of prosperity, and has now a considerable surplus fund, 
it may perhaps be considered as resting on safe grounds. 







No. of Subscribers. 


No. of Accidents 


Years. 


Average. 


Minimum. 


Maximum on which payment 
Maximum. has been made 


1833 


107 


93 


125 


5 


1834 


158 


115 


232 


33 


1835 


212 


197 


228 


52 


1836 


224 


200 


243 


45 


1837 


245 


217 


272 


53 


1838 


277 


262 


289 


22 


Of the accidents, 


3 have been fatal. 










Receipts. 


Payments. 








C. s. d. 


£. s. </. 






1833 


24 7 11 


7 14 






1834 


41 9 2^ 


24 14 






1835 


47 3 3 


40 7 4 






1836 


52 8 1 


51 9 6 






1837 


56 12 8 


72 16 






1838 
.1. . . £ 


36 12 7 


11 2 




Tots 


;258 13 8£ 


£208 2 10 




Out of which one 


individual 


received 14/. 


14*. The balance remaining 



is ml. 10s. 10£d. 

It will be seen that, in the years 1836 and 1831, the club, which had 
been hitherto saving, began to lose. This is accounted for by the open- 
ing at that time of a new pit, in which the roof was much more tender, 
and the accidents from this cause are found to be very numerous ; in 
1838 the men became more used to the work and more careful, and the 
roof perhaps rather better ; and the club, having carried them over the 
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dangerous time, is now gaining. The superiority of a club for insurance 
over a free-gift club, -where the money is only collected as it is wanted, 
is here strikingly shewn. It would have been impossible to have 
raised the heavy payments required in 1836 and 1837, which amounted 
to 123/. 

I find that no account of the cause and nature of the accidents was 
kept previous to July, 1 836, since which time 96 accidents have occurred, 
which have been chargeable to the club. Of these 90 have been re- 
ported, with their causes, of which the following is a statement : — 

25 from the roof falling. 
20 from the coals falling'. 
19 from corves hurting them. 

6 from falls. 

7 from wounds from tools. 

8 from various things falling on them. 
5 from fire-damp. 

Total . 90 



An Account of the Situation of a Portion of the Labouring Classes 
in the Township of Hyde, Cheshire. By W. Felkin, Esq., F.S.S. 

[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association, 1\lh August, 1838.J 

The writer, in addressing to the working class some practical observa- 
tions on the importance of a wise and careful appropriation of their 
wages (which appeared in connection with a paper read to the 
Statistical Section of the Association last year), referred to several points 
which are so completely established by the facts narrated in the follow- 
ing pages, that he is induced to hope the present paper may prove a 
useful addition to his former remarks, by stimulating employers to a 
careful consideration of the extent of their responsibility for the welfare 
of the people more immediately dependent upon them, and those who 
are employed to a strong and paramount conviction of the power they 
possess to modify their own condition in society, and in many cases to 
secure a comfortable independence. 

The following is an abstract of the Annual Report for the year ending 
March, 1838, made by the Overseers of the Poor of the Township of 
Hyde, in Cheshire, with some explanatory statements, the result of a 
recent personal enquiry : — 

There was paid to 4 men resident within the Township • . . £26 10 6 
5 Women 29 14 4 

Total . 9 Paupers, living in Hyde, belonging to the place. 

1 Woman Deceased 330 

2 Men ditto 11 19 6 

2 Men in Asylums 18 8 5 

1 Woman ditto 1 18 3 

1 Vagrant Man 076 

9 Women living elsewhere 40 10 

8 Men ditto ditto 75 1 6 



There was also 
paid on ac- 
count of . 



10 



Total . 33 cases, relieved by payments amounting to . £207 3 
These paupers consisted of 18 men and 15 women — amongst the latter 



